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Showa Village
watched by Annick

(RX)

Hello residents of Showa-mura.

| have been living in Showa for nearly
two months now.

| think | am starting to feel settled.

When | first arrived here, there were
many things that surprised me, and |
would like to share some with you.
When | arrived at my flat and was shown
the bathroom, | was surprised to hear
that the bath would fill itself up to the
correct amount and temperature. In
Western countries you have to adjust
the taps until you get the desired
temperature- then you need to watch
the bath fill up and turn off the water
when it is full. Many Western people find
this boring and difficult, so they prefer to
shower instead.

When | was told that | would be coming
to Showa, | looked up Showa on the
internet. | learned that Showa's mascot is
Karamun. New Zealand only has mascots
for sports teams, so | was surprised at
how many mascots Japan has. | think
Karamun is very cute and that Karamun
represents Showa village perfectly.

The biggest thing that surprised me (and
still surprises me) is the kindness and
generosity of everyone in Showa. | was
told that living in the countryside would
be very isolating and lonely. But from the
first day that | arrived in Showa, every
person | have met has been so kind and
welcoming. So, | have not felt lonely at
all. | feel so lucky to have been placed in
Showa and | hope to experience many
more new things.

Everyday my mother asks me to post
her a Japanese bath. | wonder how
expensive that would be-

Until next time.
-Annick
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