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Showa Village
watched by Annick

(X))

Hello residents of Showa Mura.

February was the first time | celebrated
Setsubun!

Although throwing beans indoors was a
bit strange...

| enjoyed throwing beans to scare away
Oni and to welcome in good luck.

| need to study hard and improve my
Japanese. | want to scare away my Oni-
which is to not studly.
Hopefully, | am successful.

In New Zealand, we don't have Oni. But
we do have Taniwha (# =7 7).

The Taniwha is from Maori mythology.
They are guardians of people and
places. They live in deep water, rivers,
dark caves and the ocean. Like Oni
Taniwha are scary looking, but they are
not bad. If you wear a necklace or a pin
that looks like a Taniwha, it will bring you
protection and good luck.

New Zealand does not have many
festivals, so | am enjoying learning about
the many festivals in Japan.

| wonder what would happen if | threw
beans at a Taniwha?

Until Next time.

-Annick
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