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Showa Village
watched by Annick

(RX)
Hello Residents of Showa Mura,
| have been trying my best to study
Japanese.
Because | know two languages already
(English and Afrikaans), | was hoping that it
would make learning Japanese easy.
In some ways | think it has helped, but there
are many times it has not.
During my two weeks in quarantine, |
decided that it would be a good time to
practice my Japanese. But the first few times
someone spoke to me in Japanese, | forgot
every Japanese word | had learnt- except for
the word Jido Hanbaiki.
| am grateful that the staff were very kind
and patient with me.
| think | remembered jido hanbaiki easily
because ‘Baiki’ is how you say jacket in
Afrikaans.
My brain seems to be good at choosing the
wrong Japanese words to say.
| once greeted a gentleman and he stared
at me in confusion. Then | realized | had said
‘Ohayogozaimasu’ in the evening. It seems |
have a lot to learn.
| think changing languages in your mind
is a lot like changing gears in a car. An
experienced driver can change the gears
easily- but it will be difficult for a beginner.
| find a lot of joy in learning Japanese- when
| can use a new word in a conversation it
brings me great satisfaction. | hope that
learning English can be the same for you.
| have yet to use jido hanbaiki in a proper
sentence.
Maybe one day.
Until then

- Annick

LERL &S | 20214
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