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Hello residents of Showa Mura,

| thought | would share common views
and questions foreign people have
about Japan.

1.

Many fore(ijgners think that kimonos
are worn daily by most women.
Foreigners also think that ‘kimono’ and
‘yukata’ are same thing. Kimonos are
admired by most people worldwide,
and they are surprised to learn that
foreigners are allowed to wear them.
Many people worry that they might
offend Japanese people by wearing it,
so they don't try renting kimonos.

. Foreigners admire that school
children clean their school each day,
and that cleaners aren't employed.
They also think it would be great
to use in their schooling system.
Foreigners are shocked that children
travel to school by themselves. Many
foreigners are worried about the
dangers of children travelling alone,
especially younger children.

Slurping while eating is considered
rude tab?e manners to most western
people. So, foreigners are surprised
that Japanese people slurp as they
consume soup or noodles. (Most
children envy this as they constantly
are scolded by their parents to not
make noise.)

Foreigners are surprised that people
bathe in hot springs naked without
swimming attire. (Guidebooks only
show people wrapped in towels.)
Foreign visitors often feel embarrassed
to be seen naked.

. Many foreigners visit the Hachiko
statue. The movie 'Hachi: A Dog's Tale’
is very popular overseas. Many people
are touched by the true story. Even |
watched it with my parents when | was
younger.

What do you think about these views?
Did any surprise you?

Until next time.

~ Annick

IGERL &S50 | 2022.11
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