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Showa Village
watched by Annick

([F’XX)
Hello residents of Showa Mura,

| wanted to share some interesting and
unique ways people celebrate Christmas
around the world.

In the Netherlands, Dutch children put
their shoes by the fire and hope that
Santa Claus will fill them with small gifts
and treats.

In Italy people don't celebrate Christmas
with Santa. But there is an old story, that
on the evening of the 5th January. An
old woman named Belfana visits all the
children of ltaly to fill their stockings with
candy and leave them presents if they've
been good.

In Iceland people believe a giant cat
is roams the snowy countryside at
Christmas time. Traditionally, farmers
would use this story as an incentive
for their workers - people who worked
hard would receive a gift, but those who
didn't would be eaten by the gigantic
beast.

In New Zealand it is summer in
December, we like to go to the beach
and spend time with our family there.
There is a tree that flowers in summer
called the Pohutukawa tree. We like
to call it the New Zealand Christmas
tree. It is featured on Christmas cards,
decorations, and even in the Christmas
carols that children sing at school.

There are many interesting ways people
celebrate the end of the year. Are there
any you would want to try?

| hope the new year brings you all
joy and many good memories. | look
forward to spending more time with you
in Showa.

Until next time. ~ Annick
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