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Alexandra Short Story

()

Dear Showa Village residents, Happy New
Year to all of you! New Year's in Colombia is a
very big event, and Colombians love to add a
special touch to the celebration.

I'd like to share some of our traditions with
you.

First, the color of your outfit matters—
especially your underwear. Yellow represents
prosperity and is the most popular choice.
White stands for peace, red for love, green for
good health, and gold for wealth and success.

Another tradition is quite a funny one: we
make a life-size doll filled with hay and dressed
in old clothes, and display it on the street
throughout December. Neighbors greet it,
take photos with it, and it becomes the "ouddy”
of the neighborhood. Then, at midnight on
December 31st, we burn it in the street to
symbolize letting go of the bad from the past
year and welcoming new beginnings.

We also have other customs, like eating 12
grapes at the final countdown—one wish
per grape. Some people carry lentils in their
pockets for good fortune, or walk around the
neighborhood with a suitcase at midnight to
attract travel in the coming year. | hope you
found these traditions interesting. If you try any
of them, please tell me if they worked for you!
Wishing you a prosperous, happy, and healthy
New Year.

Until next time!
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